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For Immediate Release 

The an?olnt;ment .of Oscar H, Johnson as regional director of Aiegion 3 
for the ‘J.S. Fish and IIildlife Service, prith headquarters at z;inneaTolis, 
Linn. , was announced tode,y by Dr. Ira 3. Gabrielson, Director of the Service, 
The aooointnent ~~611 become effective on Kay 1. -. 

Kr. Johnson succeeds ‘Burnie :‘v’. kurek who is resigning to devote his 
time to conser%.tion war!; e,s a nrivete citizen. &. , Laurek has been as- 
sociated +th the Fish and wildlife Service since August 1934 and regional 
director at iV;inneaT)olis since that office was establlrhed in ‘1.9&c). Prior 
to his Fed-era1 employment, he was connected with the Barth Dakota State 
Game and sish Departnent for 15 years, four years of l:rhich he served as 
State &me and Fish Commissioner, 

Hr. Johnson, who ha,*s been assistant regional director in Region 1, with 
headquarters at Portland, Oreg. , since &ril 1942. jpined the Service in 
July 1939 when he was aooointed as a Federal did Xeg:isx!- XnsTector at Denver, 
Cola. In &gust 1940 he TC.P transferred, in the sane ccmacity, to Albuquerque, 
N. iuiex. , where he remained until his promotion to the Portland regional office 
in 1942. A native of South Dako ix,, Xr. Johnson served as Xrector of that 
state’s Denartment of Game and Fish from July 1925 to February 1939. 

In his new Tosition, ii;r. Johnson will direct field activities of the 
Service in Region 3 which comnrises the states of North Dakota, South E&o ta, 
Bebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Lissouri, Wisconsin, Illinois, Lichigan, and 
Indiana. 


